Burkitt's lymphoma in the Mengo Districts of Uganda: epidemiologic features and their relationship to malaria.
An epidemiologic study of 123 patients residing in the Mengo Districts of Uganda, with onset of symptoms of diagnosed Burkitt's lymphoma (BL) in the period 1959-68, revealed a substantial decline in incidence of BL during that decade. Other significant findings included differences by ethnic group in age of patient at onset of BL, a change in the proportions of patients by ethnic group over the decade, a lower incidence rate of BL in the countries of higher altitude, and a seasonal pattern of onset. There was no evidence of the time space clustering previously reported for BL in Uganda. The changing pattern of BL in the Mengo Districts was consistent with the hypothesis that severe malaria infection not only is important in the development of BL but also precipitates onset.